
 

 

 

Hazel Johnson 
Hazel as she was known by her family and friends, was born on the 18th Sep 1891 in Huarau Maioro, Waiuku New Zealand. She was the 5th child 

born out of 7 children of Charles & Mary Ann Johnson (nee Bailey). Her mother had died when she was only 5 years of age, and she and her 

sister (my great grandmother Violet) were raised by their Grandparents, William and Mary Bailey of Otaua. 

Emily Hazel Marion Johnson 
1891 - 1987 

Hazel is photographed with 5 of her siblings 

at a school reunion. One child Herbert at 

died at birth. 

 



 

Hazel’s Career Journey 

Hazel was never going to be a woman that would marry young and 

have children, she had too much determination to pursue a career 

in nursing. In 1915 she enrolled in a domestic science course at 

Thames Technical College and passed with Honors. She taught 

this subject in the area until 1921. Hazel then commenced nursing 

training at Thames Hospital, later transferring to Whangarei where 

she qualified as a registered nurse on the 4th August 1925. In 1926 

she passed the state midwifery examination with first class honors.  

In 1928 she left to nurse in St Luke’s Hospital in Sydney, Australia. 

She moved to Brisbane General Hospital in 1934 as assistant 

matron and later became Controller of the Household of the 

Brisbane and South Coast Hospital Board. In this position she was 

responsible for fourteen hospitals and over three hundred staff. 

She was appointed a J.P. in Queensland in 1947. In 1948 Hazel 

was the sole instigator and later chairwoman of the social 

committee of the Centaur House War Memorial Nurses Home 

which commemorated the work of nurses in two world wars. 

Centaur House was opened in 1972 and the Governor of 

Queensland acknowledged Hazel’s contribution to this project in 

his opening address. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Austin Hospital, Heidelberg, Victoria 

In 1954 Hazel was appointed Matron of the five hundred bed 

Austin Hospital in Heidelberg, Victoria, and held this position until 

1960. She then travelled and studied overseas. In 1961 she 

purchased a fourteen-bed private hospital near Melbourne, this 

was sold in 1963 and replaced with a thirty-bed hospital in 

Dromana. 

In 1966, at the age of 74, she sold this hospital and returned to 

New Zealand, to marry Albert Gee, her former fiancé and a lifelong 

friend. They had twelve happy years together before Albert passed 

away in 1978. Hazel travelled to England and Europe in 1979. She 

was a remarkable lady whose intelligence, efficiency and strength 

of character elicited the admiration of those who knew her. 

I knew her as Aunty Hazel, she died the night I was in labour with 

my first child, and the family would not tell me, as I had been quite 

close to her, as I grew up. I still have the dear letters she wrote me, 

and the pearls and NZ greenstone brooch that was handmade. I 

am so proud of this woman... that was part of my life. 

 

 

  



There are so many stories to tell of this remarkable woman of her time. She was a foundation member of the Florence 

Nightingale Memorial. She was the only woman to go through Scott’s College, as it was a men only college. I have her 

certificate for that framed. She had met and had tea with Sir Robert Menzies and was involved in the training of nurses in 

World War 2.   
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